 [image: image1.png]



VANCOUVER STATUS OF WOMEN

Celebrating 34 years of Feminist Organizing

Community Press Release

March 22nd, 2005

Vancouver, BC – Vancouver Status of Women (VSW) launched its 2nd Edition of the Welfare Resource Guide for Women this week. This guide provides updated general information to women about British Columbia's welfare system or Employment and Assistance Regulations within a feminist framework. This Guide is meant to help women apply for welfare, disability, and child benefits, and offers guidance in application or appeal processes. The Guide especially focuses on the needs of single mothers. 

The Guide was produced by VSW's Feminist Working Group of the Women and Welfare Project. The Women and Welfare Project focuses on an in-depth feminist analysis of the BC welfare system within the current colonial, poor-bashing, and globalization context. We understand that the current devastating welfare policy changes on poor women mean that women must deal with multiple government systems around issues of: custody and access, child apprehension, housing, employment, childcare, education, immigration, legal aid, violence, health, family maintenance, and much more. The Project's goals are: 

1. To examine the impact of welfare changes on women in BC;

2. Raise awareness, educate, and mobilize the general public; and

3. Lobby the provincial government to restore funding and improve programs. 

This Guide derives from BC advocates’ survey feedback to create “a welfare resource guide that is accessible”, “an organizational chart of the Ministry of Human Resources”, “provincial resources and advocacy for women”, and “a tool about women’s rights to welfare and how the system works”. 

For low-income women there is no charge for this Guide – call VSW to arrange a time for pick up or if you would like a guide mailed to you, please send us a self-addressed stamped ($1.70) envelope (9’x12’) to the address below. For community organizations, the Guide is available for $5-$14 per guide based on a sliding scale plus shipping. For institutions and Ministries, the Guide is available for $15 per guide plus shipping. The Guide will soon be available on our website: www.vsw.ca.

To order the 2nd Edition of the Welfare Resource Guide for Women, please fill out the attached invoice/order form and contact Julie Ham via email: womencentre@vsw.ca or by phone: 604-255-6554.
Vancouver Status of Women is a non-profit, feminist, community based organization with a vision of freedom and self-determination for all through responsible, socially just, healthy and joyful communities both locally and globally.  VSW’s mission is to work with women to ensure our full participation in the social, economic, and political life of our communities.

2652 E. Hastings Street, Vancouver BC, V5K 1Z6

Tel:  604.255.6554   Fax:  604.255.7508  web:  www.vsw.ca 
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For low-income women there is no charge for this Guide. Come by VSW Monday, Wednesday or Thursday between 10am-5pm and pick up a copy, or if you would like a guide mailed to you, please send us a self-addressed stamped ($1.70) envelope (9’x12’) to the above address. 

For community organizations, the Guide is available for $5-14 per guide based on a sliding scale plus shipping for a maximum of 5 copies. For more than 5 copies, please arrange for pickup &/or courier. 

The anti-classist concept of sliding scale means- those with less pay less, and those with more pay more; therefore, it is the ability to pay what you can.

For institutions, ministries, unions, hospitals, etc., the Guide is available for $15 per guide plus shipping for a maximum of 5 copies. For more than 5 copies, please arrange for pickup &/or courier. A discount may be available for bulk orders of 50 copies or more. 

Postage for Guides (please add to guide cost if requiring postage):

1 copy…$1.82

2-5 copies…$6.65

Cheque / money order is payable to Vancouver Status of Women. VSW also accepts payment by Visa or MasterCard-please sign the appropriate section * below and call us directly to deliver your card information.
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